
Intercession Luke 18:1-8
Scripture: Luke 18:1-8

Keyword: Impossible (faith’s father). Cry day and night (CITY 2 prayer center), Perseverance and not giving up (CITY 1 RLD). Faith (Finance, CITY 1 RLD).
Main Theme: God of the impossible
Context: family (Faith’s father), and CITY 1 CITY 2 other Red light CITY 1, CITY 2 violence RLD Corruption.
( slide title God of the Impossible

( slide Luke 18

Read Luke 18:1-8 

(Luke 18:1-8 Then Jesus told them a parable to show them they should always pray and not lose heart. He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor respected people. There was also a widow in that city who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Give me justice against my adversary.’ For a while he refused, but later on he said to himself, ‘Though I neither fear God nor have regard for people, yet because this widow keeps on bothering me, I will give her justice, or in the end she will wear me out by her unending pleas.’” And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unrighteous judge says! Won’t God give justice to his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he delay long to help them? I tell you, he will give them justice speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?”

Let us Pray

1975 Queen St AOG, exciting prayers answered
Prayed this way ever since

1990 married

1993 to overseas
CITY 1 1996 “shake this city”
CITY 1 RLD 
2003 moved to CITY 2
CITY 2 2011 violence 2 Chron 7:14
CITY 2 2013 RLD

CITY 2 2013 corruption

CITY 2 x3 TV stations promoting righteous values

We have been Christians for forty years now and consistently getting results to our prayers
So I would like to share with you how we pray

We use the widows model of prayer
MAIN POINTS:

Three important points in this parable
A. unjust judge
B. the widow wanted justice 
C. faith 
MAIN POINTS AND SUB POINTS:

( slide the Actors in story

Why did Jesus use an example of an unjust judge and a widow to illustrate prayer?

( point 1 judge 

A. The Unjust Judge

1. Explain:

This judge did not fear God

He will not understand what it means to be fair or just

He may only be thinking what he can get out of it for himself

Neither did he fear man

He will not be concerned for the widows needs no matter how serious it is

He will probably want a bribe for helping the widow

This is the last person who would give us any justice. 
It is a waste of time asking someone like this to help you. 
It is impossible to get justice from this judge

For us this represents an impossible situation in our lives

THEREFORE WE DON’T USE THE WIDOWS MODEL TO PRAY FOR EVERYTHING, ONLY THE IMPOSSIBLE

2. Illustrate:

Faith praying for her father
Burdened by the Holy Spirit

Finished work and go back to work in the morning

Night 11pm to 5am
Father believed in Christ 

Died 24 hours later
3. Apply:

Do you have an impossible situation in your life?
Maybe you have a life threatening disease that medicine can’t do anything to cure you. 
Maybe it’s a family member who is far away from the Lord. 

Maybe business is not doing well, no customers are coming in or the phones are not ringing

Maybe your ministry is not doing well

No matter what the problem is God has given us a way to change it to the possible.
( point 2 widow
B. The Widow
1. Explain:

Jewish times the widow was very special in God’s eyes

a. The widow and orphan were to be given a portion of the tithes because they could not feed themselves
They were to be given part of the tithes just like those who served in the temple

b. God paid special attention to the widow’s prayers

if the widow was abused and cried out to God then God would help her

therefore if anyone should be given justice by the judge it should be the widow

but the judge won’t give her justice
c. the widow has lost her husband

One of the most stressful things in our life will be when we lose a family member or close friend

the pain is intense, almost unbearable

the grief does not just go away but can stay there for many months, sometimes longer

a. An injustice has been done
We also find from Luke 18 that the widow had been done an injustice. Jesus doesn’t say what it is but maybe the Roman army took her only son to Rome to fight for Caesar. But the problem is so serious that she is willing to go all the way to Jerusalem to see the unjust judge to resolve it.

So she is hurting inside her heart from the injustice she has suffered

2. Illustrate:

Early that morning she gets up, washes her face, bakes her bread as usual then makes the long journey to the city gates of Jerusalem.

Her heart is grieved by the loss of her husband but she keeps pushing herself forward

Sometimes she thinks about the injustice that has been done to her but it is so painful to think about she pushes those thoughts aside

She keeps walking to Jerusalem

When she arrives at the gates of Jerusalem, this is where the judges sat deciding matters for everyone, she sees the unjust judge sitting there and her heart drops. 
She knows this judge does not care about God

She knows the judge does not care about her, a widow
She knows this judge does not know the meaning of justice

What a weight on her heart

What an impossible situation she faces

Despite all this she puts on a brave face and asks the judge for justice day after day after day

She never gives up

After a few times many people would give up discouraged

3. Apply:

Is there anyone here who has no problems
Everything is rosy

Everything is flourishing

Please put your hand up

Everyone has a problem or two

We all have problems

Don’t let these problems stop you from doing the impossible
TURN TO THE PERSON ON YOUR RIGHT AND AND SAY, “YOU CAN DO IT”

( slide How to Pray
C. How to have the prayer answered

( point 1 One Goal
a. One goal

The widow only had one thing she was interested in, obtaining justice.

Powerful, mountain changing prayer is focused on one point only, not on many things. This is a key to doing the impossible, we keep praying until we get the answer to our one prayer and not be moved.

General prayers like the Lord’s prayer is OK, Jesus taught this but we’re not talking about that model of prayer.
Jesus is now teaching us another way of praying. Focused prayer that will move an unjust judge to give a just decision. This doesn’t come lightly or easily.

It comes by being focused on one thing only.

( point 2 cry day n night 
The widows got justice because she cried day and night

Many people don’t have their prayers answered because they don’t cry out 
They don’t cry day and night but only for a few minutes

My wife prayed non stop for almost 7 hours before God answered her prayer

( point 3 Never give up
b. Not to faint 
Not to “faint” to be (bad or) weak, that is, (by implication) to fail (in heart): - faint, be weary.

Luke 8:1 (CEV)  Jesus told his disciples a story about how they should keep on praying and never give up:

So here we have a situation where a person of great favour with God and the community, but with deep hurts in her heart and she goes to Jerusalem to get justice from an unjust judge who couldn’t care a less about anyone. 

This the type of situation that Jesus is talking about here in Luke 18. An intensely difficult, painful and impossible situation that is going to require every bit of strength, and regardless of how painful it is we have to keep asking God for help, without stopping until we get a solution.

( point 4 Reach the goal
c. Until got justice

We pray until God gives us a promise 

Usually  I sense the burden of the Holy Spirit lift

There is joy

Sometimes a dream

Holy Spirit will quicken A bible verse

Dream

Vision

Etc

When God gives a promise we know we will get an answer

d. Illustrate

CITY 1 RLD
Saw girls standing on the street

Shared the burden

Poorest people in CITY 1
Holy Spirit fell

Prayed until God gave a promise
Burden lifted

Filled with joy

Word from the Holy Spirit
Three months later RLD closed
The main point

“even though problems, don’t faint and don’t give up

( slide Faith
D. Faith
1. Explain: But when Jesus returns will He find Christians who have faith 
( point 1 will Jesus find faith?
a. Will he find faith on earth?

	8  ……… Yet when the Son of Man comes, shall He find faith on the earth? 


When Jesus asks this question it appear as though there is some doubt that there will be Christians who have faith, who will be believing for the promises Christ has given them. This indicates to us the difficulty of believing God for his promises, that it is not an easy thing.

From my experience it is a very difficult thing and the same perseverance that we need to pray day and night, it is also needed for us to fight the good fight of faith and believe for the promise God has given us.

In vs. 7 Jesus said God is long-suffering toward us, why? Because he is waiting for us to believe the promise he has given us, then he can give us what he has promised.

God is long-suffering towards us, why because he is waiting for us to believe the promise so that he can give it to us.

( point Your faith has healed you
b. Vs. Your faith has healed you

	35  And as He came near Jericho, it happened that a certain blind man sat by the roadside begging. 
	


	42  And Jesus said to him, Receive your sight! Your faith has saved you. 
	


Why immediately after teaching the disciples would Jesus then tell the blind man, your faith has healed you? I believe God purposely arranged that blind man to be there to reinforce the fact that we must believe before we will receive the promise.
( point 3 do not doubt
Do not doubt

James 1:6-7

	6  But let him ask in faith, doubting nothing. For he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, driven by the wind and tossed. 
	

	7  For do not let that man think that he shall receive anything from the Lord; 
	


If we doubt God’s word to us we won’t get a thing, not a dime.
It’s a principle of scripture. 
No faith no Receive
2. Illustrate: Will God find faith on earth?
City 1 testimony, doubt. 

James 

Going to overseas
We live by faith

Day by day

Go to overseas
One Pastor told my wife

Let him go to overseas, no one will give him money

He will be back in a few months

Wife says my faith is greater than her’s

I hear from God she has to follow along behind me

The same perseverance that we used to cry day and night will now be needed so that we will fight the good fight of faith and believe God for what he has quickened to us.

The problem with most of us is when the circumstances are all against us, we’re not feeling up to it at the time, it been a long time since God gave us the promise, then we begin to doubt. Most of our problems begin here.

NEVER NEVER NEVER GIVE UP

BE STRONG IN FAITH

3. Apply:

I love the Faith Pledge Vision Life Center

Get involved in the faith pledge and you will see your faith grow

It’s a battle, 
it’s not easy especially when everything contradicts God’s promise, but if we continue to believe we will receive. After a period of time God hasn’t given us an answer then it is also difficult to continue to believe. The longer the delay the harder it is, but this will teach us patience to wait for the promise to come. When the Lord gave me a promise my mother would repent of her alcoholism it took eight years before she repented. That was not easy especially when I saw he drunk all the time. Sometimes I thought I would go crazy with the stress, but God was faithful. She repented in his good time.
God also wants our faith to grow. He will lead us to pray for situations which are more and more impossible. 
If you begin to doubt

Pray in tounges you will find your faith level rise

( slide Matthew
( slide earthquakes since Jesus

We’re in last days wars, rumours of wars and earthquakes, 2011 earthquakes twice as many as 2010 and 40% more than previous record

Time is short

We must act now

could Worship team come up
Conclusion:

( slide How To Pray
( point 1 God’s Responsibility
God is all powerful

God knows everything

God has done all we need to change the impossible into the possible

Christ has gone before us and made the way
We all have the grace and authority to pray for the impossible
This is God’s responsibility

Next what is your responsibility

( point 1 cry day n night 
( point 2 Never give up praying
Persevere until the prayer is answered and do not faint
( point 3 Pray until Promise

When we face the impossible

Seek god for a promise

( point 4 Have faith and do not doubt
Stand in faith without doubting knowing god will answer your prayer

It is certain to come

Church it is this simple
We all have impossible situations in our lives.
The world is falling apart

Wars, rumours of wars and earthquakes are coming

We must get ready

Time is running short

Today if you will hear God’s voice do not harden your heart but respond to god today

Now is the time

Altar call:

Everyone Let’s close our eyes

For Non Christians

You have come this morning and heard about the power of god 

God wants you to know he loves you

Are you weary and heavy laden

God wants to lighten your burden this morning

He loves you so much that he wants to do the impossible for you

If that is you this morning could you raise your hand

For Christians 

What is your circumstances?

Do you have an impossible situation this morning?

Jesus wants to help you 

He wants to do the impossible this morning

If you would like prayer please come forward and we’d love to pray for you

He Loves you and wants the very best for you
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