
Loins Girt About With Truth Part 1
Isaiah 28:9-10 


Whom shall he teach knowledge? and whom shall he make to understand doctrine? them that are weaned from the milk, and drawn from the breasts. 


For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little: 

A. Intro:

Error can put us out of battle and make us open to the attacks of the enemy.  Truth must be kept in balance for us to live the Christian life properly.  We must not be extreme in any areas or we will fall in our Christian life.

A.  Truth is revealed progressively:

From the early 16th. Century we can see the progression of truth, in the church.  Martin Luther had the revelation of salvation by faith in Christ, not by paying money to the priests.  The Anabaptists had the revelation of Water Baptism.  The Azusas St. revival brought the revelation of the Baptism of the Holy Spirit.  So we can see through church history the progressive revelation of truth to the church.

This progressive revelation also comes in our lives as Christians.  God does not reveal all the truth to us at once.  It begins a little at a time and combind with study, we come to a complete knowledge of a certain truth.

B.  Truth must be kept in Balance.


Ephesians 1:17-18 


That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him: 


The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, 

Here, we see truth of our calling, our inheritance and knowledge of Christ comes by revelation.  This is how all truth must come initially.  We can not understand God's truth. It is too high for us.  His ways are much higher than ours (Isa 55.9), so we have to depend on Him to show us.


1 Corinthians 2:14 


But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 

After this revelation comes we then need to study, to bring it into balance with the whole of scripture.  You will find there are times you have thought something is true, but when you have studied or talked to someone else you have found what you thought was true, is not quite right.  I pray that God shows and teaches you this principle.  I pray that he gives you this experience, to show you that we have to study and share with others to be able to understand His word properly.



2 Timothy 2:15 


Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 

Example:
John 4.9-23

There is a conflict. 

The error

 The Samaritan woman believes people can only worship in Samaria.  The Jews believe you can only worship in Jerusalem.

The truth

God can be worshipped anywhere, John 4.21.

We must learn to worship Him in spirit and in truth, John 4.23

Example:

The error

People have not truly repented unless they are crying and weeping

The truth

We do not necessarily have to weep to show genuine repentance, Act 2.37.

The Jews did not weep here, but they did repent as we can see from the following scriptures, vs. 38ff.

It is important however to be truly penitent and at times this may be shown by weeping and crying, Joel 2.12-13.

C.  When God brings new truth:

TWO PROBLEMS can happen:

1.  Over-emphasis of truth.

2.  Neglect of truth.

We can have an error by neglect or over-emphasis.

Truth- Great men of God have brought truth

Spiritual giants, prophets, seers and teachers.

Often they mistook the part for the whole, e.g. Martin Luther, rejected the truth of Baptism.

When you seee the same truth coming out everywhere, you have a deviation, an error by emphasis.

Error - Either this or that

Either Calvinist or Armenian (there is truth in both).

Calvinists believe that, no matter what a person does, it will not affect whether they will be saved or born again.  This is not true.  people who are wise have a better chance of believing in Jesus than those who have hard hearts, (Matt 17.11-20).  Jesus had done all He could in some cities to try and help them believe, but their hearts were critical and so that stopped them from believing.

Armenians believe we are saved by works.

You must hear the truth without becoming out of balance like them.  Take the truth and leave the personality.  Do not persecute or critise the vessel.

D.  Error and the spirit of error:

When truth takes an overemphasis you have a deviation, which is error.

If you continue to an extreme emphasis you develop,

1.  A Crusading spirit

You want everyone to join you

It is all you can talk about

It has become a compulsion

2.  It becomes a fixation

Demonic power has joined in.

It becomes a ''pet theme'', a ''hobby horse".

It is now not just error, but a spirit of error.

It becomes infectious and must be quarantined.  Separate yourself from it.

E.  We must add truth to grow as Christians:


Hebrews 6:1 


Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection; not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God, 

The writer is saying here, to leave behind the basic doctrine and go onto perfection, to learn the deeper truths.  Cf. Pro 1.20-23, Matt 13.44.

The Lord will help us to exercise our spiritual powers, by revealing truth to us, so that we will know what a revelation means.  He will also allow us to be exposed to error, so that we will learn to know the difference, 1 Cor 11.19.

F.  Truth is expensive


Proverbs 23:23 


Buy the truth, and sell it not; also wisdom, and instruction, and understanding. 

To grow in our knowledge of truth it will cost us something.  One day the Lord will ask us to give something up for him.  It may be our position at work. It may be a girlfriend we wanted to marry.  It may be our career.  After we have done that the Lord will lead us into another truth.  This is what happened to Daniel and his friends.


Daniel 1:8 


But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the portion of the king's meat, nor with the wine which he drank: therefore he requested of the prince of the eunuchs that he might not defile himself. 

The fruit?


Daniel 1:17 


As for these four children, God gave them knowledge and skill in all learning and wisdom: and Daniel had understanding in all visions and dreams. 

God gave them knowledge and skill in all learning and wisdom.  They had paid the price and so were given an increase in knowledge.  This will have an eternal effect.  Daniel will have greater blessings in heaven.  We must be careful however that this does not become our motive.  Our goal is to follow the Lord and do His will.

Notice that the foundation doctrines do not cost us anything.  They are given freely so that we can gain experience in discerning right from wrong, and to help us to grow to maturity, Isa 55.1-2.

Don't try and learn everything at once.  You will not be able to pay for it, nor will you be able to put it all into practice.  If you follow the Lord, he will reveal truth to you as you need it.  Grow in grace and the Lord will teach us what we can handle, what we can cope with.


2 Peter 3:18 


But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen. 

G.  How to recognise error:

Look for these traits

1.  Error appeals to the ego, to self.

2.  If people say, "Others would not receive this truth.  We are special".

Beware of both these kinds of statements.

Study what the person is teaching.
The Bareans in the New testament are a good example.  They did not persecute Paul for what he taught, but got out their bibles to see if it was right.  They kept their hearts right and secondly looked up the scriptures, Act 17.10-12.

Ask yourself these questions.

1.  Where does this truth originate, bible or man?

2.  Who does it glorify, God or man?

3.  Does the truth centre around man?

4.  What does it produce, fruit, confusion, pride, or exclusiveness?

H.  Motives and attitudes:

1.  A love of the truth is essential

King Ahab was an Old Testament King who did not do god's will, so after time and several warnings, God allowed him to be deceived, 2 Chr 18.9.  It is essential that we be upright in our dealings with people and with God.


Proverbs 11:3 


The integrity of the upright shall guide them: but the perverseness of transgressors shall destroy them. 

If we sow dishonesty, we will reap dishonesty.

If we sow manipulation, we will reap manipulation.

Jacob was like that.  He deceived Esau and Isaac to get and inheritance.  Later he himself was deceived by his father-in-law.  


Genesis 29:25 


And it came to pass, that in the morning, behold, it was Leah: and he said to Laban, What is this thou hast done unto me? did not I serve with thee for Rachel? wherefore then hast thou beguiled me? 

We reap what we sow!

2.  Wrong desires will lead us astray

Our desire must be for God.  If we want our own way we will go astray.

Balaam was a man who desired the things of the world, more than God's will.  When he was told to do something he disobeyed God, because he was offered a bribe, Num 22.20‑22.

Saul was another example of wrong desires.  He never obeyed the Lord and at the end of his life he even went as low to consult a medium.  His desires were always for other things, not for the things of God, 1 Sam 28.8.

3.  Critical and judgmental heart, Matt 11.16-19.

These people did not believe in Jesus because they thought He was either a glutton, a drunked or a friend of sinners.  Hence they lost the chance to eternal life.

What is needed.

Not be judgmental or critical. It stops us from seeing the truth, Mat 7.3, Luk 9.7.

Properly assess people, according to God's standards.  The immature or young Christian can not judge accurately, 1 Cor 6.5.

Balance mercy with truth;



Psalm 85:10 


Mercy and truth are met together; righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 

Beware of the swing of the pendulum.  Many people swing from one extreme to the other.  We must first spend time in God's word and study the doctrine, then hold on to that.  We have to stand against the wiles of the devil, so that we won't be tossed from one doctrine to the other.  We have also to keep open to the fact we may have made a mistake and study any new truth that comes, which contradicts what we are saying.

I.  Truth and Reaction

We react to truth for three main reasons

1.  Because of tradition.

2.  Because of self preservation.

3.  Because of a bad experience with truth in the past.

1.  Tradition

Jesus and Peter are an example of tradition affecting how we believe, Matt 16.21-28.

Jesus said "I'm going to Jerusalem to die".  Peter's reaction was strong, "not so".  Peter thought the Kingdom was literal  and Christ was going to overthrow the Romans and set up His Kingdom now.

Did Peter have some truth?  Yes, but tradition marred it.  Peter's reaction was born out of tradition.  This view was a common error of the time because of a wrong assessment of the truth.

Proper evaluation.

The Kingdom is spiritual now ..................................
Luke 17.21, Mark 12.34
The Kingdom is literal later ......................................
Matt 25.31-34
The death of Christ was God's way of  

brining it about ........................................................
Matt 16.21-27

Another example is the Pharisees, who made God's truth useless by their tradition, Mk 7.13.

2.  Self Preservation

What will people think?

For example Peter was afraid to die by identifying himself with Jesus, so he reacted to truth, Mark 14.70.

e.g.

a.   If I become a Christian what will people think?  What will my neighbours think?  What will my Communist Party friends think or do if they find out?

b.  What if I speak in tongues, what will my Christian friends think?  They believe it is of the devil.  If you begin to deny what you once believed in, later you will become opposed to speaking in tongues.

What was needed.

Proper assessment and a willingness to buy the truth, regardless of the cost, Ref  Not worthy me ....

3.  Unpleasant or bad experiences with truth in the past

a.  Fear, Act 19.16.

Many Christians will not do deliverance because they are afraid an evil spirit will jump on them, like in this scripture.  Some say they do not have the authority or the power because they are a young Christian.

What is needed.

Proper assessment and courage to do deliverance.

The disciples did deliverance when they were young Christians, Luk 10.19-21.  Note the word "babes" in vs. 21.  This means the disciples were babes in the Lord, yet they had power over satan and nothing could touch them, vs. 19.  So young Christians can do deliverance.

Evil spirits can not overcome us, Luk 10.19.  The only time an evil spirit will overcome us, is if we continually disobey God.  Saul was like this, so in the end God sent an evil spirit to afflict him, 1 Sam 16.14.

b.  Afraid of counterfeits, Act 5.33-39.

Many movements had come and drawn people away from their Synagogues.  The Jews feared this about Jesus  and so, were going to kill Him. 

What is needed.

Proper assessment. 

Assess the whole situation.

The Pharisees did not know whether Jesus was from God or not, so first we must know what God is saying in a situation.  If we do not know, best to leave it alone, in case we are fighting against God, vs. 39.
Loins Girt About With Truth Part 2
2 Timothy 2:15 


 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needs not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 

B. Intro:

These are a selection of studies, looking at different doctrine that have been taken to extremes, or not emphasised enough.  After looking at these two extremes, we then look at the doctrine in balance.

The scripture verse is very interesting.  When we look at the original Greek, we can see the full meaning of the word "study".  The original word is "spoudazo", which means to make every effort.  It is hard to really study properly.  It requires a lot of mental effort.  Studies have shown that, studying, takes more effort than hard physical work.  So it will be hard for us to study God's word, but we must make every effort to study diligently and well, so we rightly divide the word of truth.

A.  Doctrines held in Balance:

1.  The Blood of Jesus:

1. Neglect

Slaughter house religion.

People who think that believing in animal's blood is not reasonable, pagan or offends the intellect, 1 Cor 1.17-25.



1 Corinthians 1:23 


But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumbling block, and unto the Greeks foolishness; 

It may appear foolish, but it is our salvation.

2. Over Emphasis

Soak everything in the blood.  The house, the children, the animals and bowls.  

It is considered a cure all for everything that goes wrong in the person's life. 

A magic word, where we say "the blood of Christ" and everything comes right.

Some have a fixation in this doctrine and it becomes holy water, to be sprinkled everywhere.  This is error.

Some think it will change their hearts, that it will help them repent.  Again this is error.

3. Balance

The blood is primarily for cleansing, 1 John 1.7.

When we are clean, Satan has no authority over us.

It cleanses our conscience, if we happen to sin.



Hebrews 9:14 


How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?   Cf, Heb 10.22.

Notice the scripture says, cleanse your conscience.  It does not say cleanse your heart.  The heart needs more than cleansing, it needs crucifying.  The heart can not be changed by simply, cleaning it.  It must be crucified, before it can be changed.  This is where a lot of Christians are defeated because they think, if they confess their sin and believe in the blood, they will be able to overcome that sin.  This is not true.  There must be repentance and crucifying.

Unrepented and unconfessed sin opens us up to satan's attacks and defeat, but the blood cleanses us from sin.  Hence we have protection from satan's attacks.  The blood of cleansing takes away satan's reason or ground for attacking  us. Legally, he can not overcome us in that sin, because we have confessed it.

4. What protects our house, family, animals, etc.?

1.  You walking in the light, repenting of sin, cf. Gen 18.19.

2.  Surrendering those things to God.

3.  Taking proper responsibility for those things and people, Gen 18.19.

4.  Faith, that the Lord will protect them and warn you about them.

Both in the Old and New Testament, the blood was for the cleansing of sin, which in turn, gave people authority over satan because he had no ground in their lives.

2.  Baptism of the Holy Spirit:

5. Neglect

Total rejection of the Baptism of the Holy Spirit,

Because of:


*  Bad experience with it.


*  Because of your reputation, (what will others think?).


*  Wipe your hands of it because you don't understand, don't believe.


*  Tradition.  "This is not what our church has taught".

6. Over Emphasis

Cure all, makes you Holy.


*  You aren't saved until you speak in tongues.


*  The ultimate goal in the Christian life.


*  Everything centres on the Baptism of the Holy Spirit.

7. Balance

It cures some things, not all.


*  Helps in our prayer life, Rom 8.26.


*  Gives us strength to overcome our flesh, Rom 8.26.


*  Builds up our faith, Jude 20.

A gateway to greater things in Christ.


*  Power for service, Act 2.8.


*  Gifts of the Spirit, 1 Cor 12.7.

It is only part of our Christian life, not the whole.

3. God’s love:

8. Neglect

Only wrath, hell and damnation

The severity of God

9. Over Emphasis

Only the goodness of God.

Liberty in extreme, thinking God will allow us to do anything because He loves us.

Leads to wrong kinds of affections, heavy petting, etc.

Love everybody.

No separation from those, who continually and wilfully sin.

We are pure, therefore everything we do is pure.

10. Balance



Romans 11:22 


Behold therefore the goodness and severity of God: on them which fell, severity; but toward thee, goodness, if thou continue in his goodness: otherwise thou also shalt be cut off. 

God is love, but He can also get angry with you.

Damnation and eternal life both, must be preached.

Loins Girt About With Truth Part 3
C. Intro:

When truth comes it is for the whole body.

When a new truth comes down into the main stream, it brings with it muddy water.

Problems, confusion and conflict come , but the main stream is self cleansing.

The main stream rejects the rubbinsh and the error, channelling it into streams, where it is isolated.

A.  Signs and Wonders stream (1945):

It brought a lot of muddy water.

It was a genuine move of God.  Emphasis on healing, miracles and deliverance.

Big meetings were open everywhere, an evangelists' heyday.

With it came racketeering, money grabbing, immorality and showmanship, but it was a genuine move of God.

Many could not see the genuine for the mud.

We must be discerning, not suspicious (something that would have grown under Communism), when we evaluate what is true.

Truth

1.  The need for signs to follow evangelism to reach the masses, John 2.11.

2.  A balanced understanding of divine healing

1. Overemphasis

Healing and deliverance churches, the main emphasis.

Characteristics of these churches were the same people getting healed and delivered each week.

Prophetic word given to give the time of healing, beware!  Can be error here.

2. Neglect

Healing not for today.

We should suffer for His glory.

Healing is of the devil.

3. Balance

A sane balance between divine healing, medical help and the will of God.

Divine healing is a part of the truth not the whole.

B.  Jesus Only and Oneness teaching:

Movements known as the "Latter Rain" or "Jesus Only" sprang up.

1.  Oneness teaching

They believed the Godhead is one person with three manifestations: One essence, with three influences.

They do not believe in three persons; the Father, Son and Holy Ghost.

The name of the Godhead is Jesus, according to this teaching.

From 1945-1950 this teaching spread rapidly, but it took some time to reach the mainstream of the church.

Oneness teaching was causing great problems in the world around 1973.

a.  Two kinds of Jesus Only people

Those in error and those with the spirit of error.

We must realise, God opened a stream that was meant to flow into the whole body, or main stream.

That truth or stream was the emphasis on the name of Jesus.


Mark 16.15-20
"In My name"
*  pray for the sick






*  cast out demons






*  pray for the Baptism of the 





    Holy Spirit, Colossians 3.17





*  do all in the name of Jesus

Truth

Baptise in the name of Jesus, Act 2.38.

Much conflict, strife and confusion arose because of this.

Back in 1522 many were martyred for believing the truth of, baptism by full emersion.

Later the Baptist movement would emphasis it and other churches grew out of this truth.

4. Neglect

Some churches would not baptise adults because they were christened (had water sprinkled on them), when they were babies.

Martin Luther, the man who brought the truth of salvation through faith to the main church during the 1500's, believed these people should be "wiped out by the sword".

5. Overemphasis

People were baptised in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  People who had not been baptised like this were baptised again.

People were baptised by using a formula.

6. Balance

What does the scripture say?

Matt 28.19 ................... Baptise in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost
Act 2.38
....................... In the name of Jesus Christ
Act 19.5
....................... In the name of the Lord Jesus

We see there is no formula

If there were to be a formula for baptism, it would in essence be this:

"On the confession of your faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, I baptise you into the fellowship of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost and in the name of Jesus, I bury the old man, then raise and bring up the new."

Re-Baptism because you were not baptised according to this prayer?

This is religious error.

Take the truth and leave the error.

Truth
"Latter Rain" or "Jesus Only"

This teaching brought a lot of mud or error, reproach and fanaticism.

Many people would not touch it.

All they could see was the mud.

They also brought truth:

1.  Free worship, singing in the Spirit, dancing.

2.  An emphasis on the gifts.

3.  Laying on of hands with prophecy.

4.  Recognition of Apostles, Prophets, etc.

5.  Emphasis on the Feats of Tabernacles, as not yet being fulfilled but to be the next phase the church was to move into.

Many of these truths went into extreme, yet there was truth in them.

It was a stream God started

The error: 

1.  Formula for Baptism being the criteria.

2.  The Oneness teaching.

	7. DOCTRINE
	8. EXTREME
	9. NEGLECT
	10. BALANCE

	The 

Godhead
	Deny the trinity.

Used as a formula in Baptism.  Compulsive-ness.


	Worship three separate Gods. Separate mem-bers of the Godhead.
	God is:

The Father,

The Son and

Holy Ghost






2 Timothy 2:15 


Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needs not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.

We must be careful to be diligent to study the truth, to rightly divide the word of truth so that we do not come into these errors.  If we walk uprightly before the Lord, He will show us when we go wrong.  I we walk humbly, we will grow in truth when others show us our mistake.  If we pray and seek the Lord about truths we are not sure about, we will have them revealed to us, by our greatest teacher.  If we talk to others we will be able to hear and consider their views and therefore come to a better understanding of the truth, for in a multitude of counsellors there is safety.

Loins Girt About With Truth Part 4
D. Intro:

Why do Christians end up in deception?

Deception can begin with seeds in our hearts.

It can come, as a result of temptation from satan.

It could even be because of wilful and deliberate sin, by us.

1.  What is our safeguard?

a.  Pure motives, 2 Tim 2.5.

b.  A love for the truth, Pro 11.3.

c.  Obedience to the Lord, e.g. King Saul went into deception because 
   
   he disobeyed God.

2.  Factors in deception

a.  God sometimes leads men astray, Eze 14.7-9.

b.  Satan leads men astray, Rev 12.9.

c.  Men's hearts lead them astray, Jam 1.14.

d.  Sowing and reaping, Gal 6.7.  Jacob was a good example of a man 
   
  who was deceived by someone, after he himself had deceived many.


People who give false prophecies, will themselves fall to false prophecy.

3.  Satan's purpose of deceiving us.

a.  To make us ineffective.

2.  To cause us to eventually become a puppet of satan.

E. Principle 1:

Man's attitude to the body of Christ is very important, Mat 25.40.

Don't tamper with God's house.

Many ministries have risen up, then gone astray and finally you don't hear of them.  Why?  They have hurt the body of Christ, then been lead into deception.

Don't play games with God's people.

Don't stand in the way of what God is doing.

Sow discord to your ruination

1.  Discord is one of the seven abominations of God, Pro 6.19,


cf. Mat 25.40.

If you hurt the body by example, word or deed, God will withdraw from you, you will be broken, Pro 6.14-15.

The Hebrew word for "sowing discord" (KJV) is not a very strong word, but  has the sense of letting loose or sending forth.  This is a better translation than the NIV, which says "stirring up strife".

B.  Principle 2:

God will raise up a stumbling block, to allow you to go into deception

If:

1.  You touch his body, hurt it.

2.  You deceive it to raise money.

3. You seek to build your own kingdom, church or denomination, 
 
 
   instead of building His house.

Men are led into deception when they will not obey the truth.  God gives two or there witnesses to truth, after which, if we refuse it we become Spiritually blind.



1 Kings 11:9-10 


And the LORD was angry with Solomon, because his heart was turned from the LORD God of Israel, which had appeared unto him twice, 


And had commanded him concerning this thing, that he should not go after other gods: but he kept not that which the LORD commanded.

Solomon had been warned twice, but not heeded the command, so eventually his heart was turned away from God.

God will also cause us to stumble, if we disobey Him, 1 Pet 2.7-8.

Repeatedly in the Old Testament, the word of the Lord came to men and Kings, then when they refused it, they were eventually led into captivity.  Zedekiah, the last King, had his eyes taken out there.

C.  Principle 3:

Refusal to walk in revealed light, causes men to be Spiritually blind and led into deception.

What are our safeguards?

1.  Pure motives

2.  Love for the truth

3.  Courage to acknowledge the truth, then live it and if necessary suffer for it.

4.  Pay the price to grow in truth, Pro 23.23.

5.  Be aware of satan's plans and tactics.

6.  Don't fall into rationalism.

1.  Satan's plans and tactics

Before Jesus's first coming, there was a rise in spiritism, Isa 8.19.  Can you imagine what it will be like in the last days, before Jesus's second return!

2.  Rationalism replaces Spiritualism.

A scientific, educated and communist era, has thrown out the supernatural, the virgin birth, gifts of the Spirit, resurrection and the miracles of Jesus.

Communists say there is no God, therefore people search for something to believe in.  This leads them to be open to evil powers.

A Spiritual vacuum has been created, which opens up the door for other spirits.

Spiritism replaces the churches lack of the supernatural.

Two forces must mature:

1.  Sinners will mature and become better at sinning.  We see this happening now, where people are committing more crimes than 50 yrs. ago.  They are also becoming more skilful at doing it!

2.  Christians must mature, become powerful, more holy Christians.

We do not become preoccupied with the rising tide of evil, but we do say "Let God arise and His enemies be scattered".

Lets not be ignorant of satan's devices.  He will use people to bring things about, but they will not be God's will.  The test of something being true is not if it happens, but is it God and does it conform to God's word, Deut 13.1-5.

God must be our source, Deut 18.15.  he will reveal only what we need to know.  We then must study that truth to balance it out.

Jesus is THE revealer

*
Through his word

*
Through His Spirit

*
By His ways

*
In His time

*
According to His laws


Col 2.1-10

Jesus said "I am the way"

D. Unscriptural means of Guidance:

1.  When you hold a piece of cotton with a ring on the end of it, to find out if your baby is a boy or girl.  

What are you doing?



*
Trying to find out hidden knowledge that God has not chosen.



*
Practising Divination, making friends with another spirit.

2.  When you read your Horoscope, tea leaves or which year you were born.

What are you doing?



*
Seeking to know the future, outside God's ways.



*
Opening yourself to contact with an evil spirit.

3.  When you go to a person and say;

 "Sister, I have a word for you.  Don't tell anyone or the Pastor, this is between you and me.  You are not going to marry that person whom you are engaged to, ...... etc."

What are you doing?



*
Seeking to exercise power over someone, outside God's 



principles and ways.

4.  When you go to the palm readers?



*
You are opening yourself up to influence from evil spirits.



*
It is out of god's ways and principles.

5.  When you seek knowledge from the ancient pyramids and line it up with scripture?

*
You are seeking to uncover hidden mysteries which God has not chosen to reveal.



*
You are opening yourself to deception.

Psychic, Edgar Cayce, predicted two World Wars, when they would begin and when they would end.  He was right.  It was not a matter of whether he was right or wrong, but where did his source of information come from?

a.  Jean Dixon:  Book "The Gift of Prophecy"

She is a godlike woman, gentle and loving, devout Roman Catholic.  She believes her gift is from the Holy Spirit.  Nearly all her predictions are true, but what is her source?

She never uses the name of Jesus, Joh 16.13-15.

She refers to God, but never to Jesus.

One of her greatest revelations came when a snake appeared to her, coiled itself around her body and gave her a revelation of a super man, who would arise in the east and unite the religions of the world.



*
This is the spirit of Python, a Greek God. It is divination, Act 16.16-18.

Seemingly innocent, but extremely dangerous beginnings:


*
Ouija boards


*
Tea leaves


*
Palm reading


*
Horoscopes


*
The year of the Dragon, etc.


*
Fortune telling

F. Intro:

There are many other forms of spiritism that have come into the world, as people have searched for supernatural means of guidance power and inspiration.

A.  Mysticism:

The Western world is under siege from the Eastern world.

It has come in the form of Eastern religions, such as Buddhism and their different forms of meditation.

It can also be called contemplation.  A passivity that opens the gate to the mind.  It is extremely dangerous because we cease to use our mind at this time, therefore opening ourselves up to evil spirits.

The scriptures teach us to meditate on God's word.  This is safe ground and eternally beneficial.  

Example: "Death of a Guru".

B.  Superstition:

There is a dictionary in the West which says, superstition is, misdirected reverence or reverence for another spirit.  Examples: salt over your shoulder, walking under a ladder, etc.  In the Amazon there is a tribe who appeases their god's by throwing their first born child to the crocodiles.

There are really no differences in principle between these, although throwing the child to the crocodiles is the most serious, because they are all opening you to deception.

C.  Water Divining:

This clearly is divination and clearly forbidden, Deut 18.10.


Deuteronomy 18:10 


There shall not be found among you any one that makes his son or his daughter to pass through the fire, or that uses divination, or an observer of times, or an enchanter, or a witch, (KJV)

When a person is divining, what are they doing?  They are wanting to unveil hidden knowledge.

The fruit:  The fruit of Bishop Pike's involvement in spiritism, suicide.



The fruit of King Saul's involvement, suicide.

The fruit:
Often the fruit of being involved in spiritism is; oppression, compulsive thoughts, destructive emotions, anti-social abnormalities, unpredictable impulses, uncontrollable impulses, uncontrollable passions and appetites, character changes, sexual aberrations.

Many people who are involved in spiritism are mentally unstable.  In the West there are many hospitals that are full of people who have been doing this.

Loins Girt About With Truth Part 5
Intro:

If there is a God, He must reveal Himself.  An unknown God, is of no benefit to man.

If a revelation has been given, there must be a record of it.  That record is the Bible, the Holy Scripture.

This is God's revelation or communication to man.

A.  Two kinds of Revelation.

1.  General Revelation:

That which was originally given to all men in Nature, History and Conscience.

a.  Nature
God reveals Himself in nature
Psa 19.1-6, Rom 1.19-20

b.  History
Divine intervention in history, e.g. Dunkirk, Sodom and Gomorra.

c.  Conscience
John 1.9
G. 2.  God gave the Written Word:

*
The complete Bible is called the Cannon, which is the rule of life or doctrine, fundamental principles.

*
The canon of scripture consists of 66 books of the Old and New Testament.

*
The scriptures are the final authority inspired by God Himself.

*
The scriptures are not part myth or part truth.  The whole of scripture is pure and true.



2 Timothy 3:16 


All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 

The phrase "Thus saith the Lord" is used over 2,500 times in the scripture.  God gave the scripture by divine inspiration.  He kept it safe and pure through the generations.

1. The Bible was given that we might know God

Therefore the main purpose in bible reading and study, is that we might get to know God and His ways.

a.  A proper attitude is important before we can properly understand the Word of God.

Motive

 - that you might know God.  This is simple but profound.

- to the Christian the Bible reveals what God is like. To the outsider, your life and conduct reveals what God is like, 2 Cor 3.2.  We must study so that we will be like God.

- that we seek to let God reveal truth to us, rather than we try and find it out, by our own means or understanding.

Deception is possible when the heart attitude is wrong, 2 Pet 3.16-18.

When we come to the Word, our motive must be to want to know God's truth, no matter what we think or would like to think.  We must have a fanaticism of the truth.

Our attitude must be one of dependence upon the Lord, Jam 1.21.

We must meekly come to the Lord and allow Him to reveal these truths to us, Jam 1.21.  If we do not understand something, we must pray and ask him to reveal it to us, not try and work it out with our own understanding.  He leads us into all truth, John 3.16.  We do not need to try and search out truth.  Our responsibility is to wait for the Holy Spirit to reveal it to us, then afterwards, study to bring the correct balance.

b.  Satan will try and tempt us.

He will tempt us into thinking that God did not really mean what he said, cf. Gen 3.1.  When he tempted Eve he asked her, "Hath God said?".

When God reveals something to us, we must remember what it was and not change it, not be moved from that, no matter how good the reason may sound.

2 Pet 3.16 says, not to twist the scriptures.  The KJV says to "wrest", which means to twist or turn awry.  It refers to twisting things in a false sense.

Our safeguard

2 Peter 3.18
First ............... Grow in Grace, wait for the Lord to reveal.




Second
........... Then in the Knowledge of God

The scriptures were given by the Holy Spirit, therefore He is the only one who can illuminate them.  Thus it is necessary to always be ready and waiting for Him to reveal scripture to you. 

Revelation is?

Before  you come to the Word, be filled with the Spirit by worshipping God, praying and singing in the Spirit.

H. Conclusion:

The Word of God is one of the most precious things that God has given us.  However we must be careful how we read and interpret it, because if our doctrine is a little wrong, our whole Christian life can be affected.

Loins Girt About With Truth Part 6
1 Corinthians 2:14 


But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 

Intro:

We can not receive or understand God's truth, by using our own natural mind.  The Holy Spirit must reveal truth to us, after we have had our mind renewed.  Why is this?  These truths are spiritually discerned, so only a spiritual person can understand them.

The New Testament was written by Spirit-filled Christians, as the Holy Spirit came upon them.  It was written to Spirit-filled Christians, so it naturally follows, that this truth will be properly understood by Spirit filled Christians, who are given the revelation.

A.  Revelation and Inspiration:

Revelation
Greek - Divine illumination or light

Inspiration
Greek - God inspired, must come from God

We need ...................... Revelation and Thought, to understand God's Word

Revelation is not remembered, without thought.

Revelation is not permanent in nature.

Revelation that is only remembered if it has been changed into thought.

The mind is the way we anchor light down.

The condition of our mind is therefore very important.  If we can not remember what the Lord has revealed to us, we can not grow spiritually.

1.  Narrow mindedness

God's light and revelation is boundless in what it can achieve.  A narrow mind can not receive it.  People who have narrow minds are caught up in their own world and do not think that God would say this or that, or could move outside their group of people.  These people can not receive Spiritual truth because their minds can not take it in, can not accommodate it.

2.  Self-centered mind

Their thoughts continually centre on themselves.  They do not set their minds on the things of God, Col 3.1-2.  They are thinking of what they want, not what God wants.

To be like this, to be carnally minded, is spiritual death, Rom 6.12.

A self centred mind, is a great hindrance to understanding spiritual things.  It is basically an obsession, always thinking about what we will do, what we what, what others think of us.

When we come to pray, what are we thinking about?  Is it ourselves or is it the Lord?  Is your mind loose or thinking of all kinds of things?  This kind of mind gives ground for evil spirits, to influence your thoughts.  

It also means that when God speaks or reveals something to us, we do not even realise it or quickly forget it, Jam 1.24.

We must have our mind and affections set on the Lord, then when He speaks, we will know what He has said and remember.  It is like a radio.  If it is tuned in properly, we will be able to hear the station clearly.

This obsession with self must be broken.  It is self-love, rooted in our flesh.  The Holy Spirit can reveal this to us, showing our self-love to us, Heb 4.12.


Isaiah

Isa 6.5-7

Light came. He saw himself


Peter

Luke 22.61

Light came, self-love broken

This breaking of self-love is not automatic.

We must
1.  Recognise the need for it



2.  Place yourself under His hand

We must have  a genuine cry of "Search me Oh God!"

We must mean business.  Seek the Lord with our whole hearts.

When that self-love is broken, our minds are more open to others and the Lord.  Then we can hear the Word of the Lord properly.  Selflessness is one of God's most important principles, 1 Cor 13.5.  As we live God's principles, He reveals His truths to us, Psa 119.99.

B.  Memory

1. What place does memory have in Spiritual things?

Often God has spoken to us.  We have had a real revelation and see truths, feel them in our emotions and understand them in our minds.  Then after a while, it is hard to remember, there is no feeling and it is dim.

Why is this?

The mind and Spirit must move together.  Memory and Spiritual quickening are needed to recall and feel it, as it was originally given.  Our mind is like a computer.  It constantly receives information that is stored in the mind.  Words and phrases come in through the mind.  The mind also has the power to think new thoughts.  What we see, is also stored in the mind.  This information can be played back either in thought or visual impressions.  Therefore if our mind is not kept in good health, we will find it harder to remember things, including what God has revealed.    

2. God commands us to remember.


Deuteronomy 8:2 


And thou shalt remember all the way which the LORD thy God led thee these forty years in the wilderness, to humble thee, and to prove thee, to know what was in thine heart, whether thou would keep his commandments, or no. 

cf. Jam 1.25.  God expects us to remember, by deliberately concentrating on what He says.  

God recognises the power of association, to help us remember;


Num 15.37-41

A colour


Exo 12.11-17

An ordinance


Luke 22.19-20

An ordinance

3.  How do we remember?

a.  Deliberate act of memorising.  This takes effort on our part, Pro 3.3.

b.  By a sovereign act of God, Joh 14.26.  Note this only refers to what we have already heard or seen.  

c.  God uses the power of association, to cause us to remember, (See previous eferences).

1.  The natural eye - God arranging circumstances in such a way, that 

   causes us to see something, that triggers off a line of thought.

2.  Visual impressions in the mind - A play back of something you have seen.  This brings to mind something related to it, a line of thought.

At this point we must ask God, what is He trying to say to us.  He has arrested your attention, triggered a line of thought.  You must diligently pray and ask Him to give revelation, etc.

C.  A Disciplined Mind

1.  Natural memory is important.

When we receive revelation, God will give you some key words by the Spirit, a phrase.  If you remember it, it has the power when meditating on it, to recall the whole revelation.  This is important in prophecy and quite often happens, 1 Cor 2.13.  If we remember these words given by the Spirit, we will have the power to recall the whole revelation.

Josh 1.8

MEDITATE


MEDITATE
     Must be
Psa 77.6

REMEMBER - MEDITATE
REMEMBER  quickened
Psa 143.5

REMEMBER - MEDITATE
RECALL         to get the feeling

Be careful what you take in

2 Cor 10.5
IMAGINATION ...................... Is a God given ability




IMAGINATION ...................... Must be controlled




LOOSE IMAGINATIONS ...... Very bad

IMAGINATION in the Word is close to meditation.  It must have set bounds, must be purposeful, never loose or free-wheeling.

If during prayer or meditation, your mind wanders in thought and imagination, your mind is undisciplined.  It is in no fit state to become a vehicle for the Holy Spirit.

What does your mind think about?


Rom 8.5-6


Phil 4:8 


Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things. 

The Spiritual input must be greater than the carnal.  How much time do you spend reading and meditating on the scriptures?  How much time do you think about food or money?  Is the Spiritual more than the carnal?

We can choose to be naturally Spiritually minded, Eph 4.24.  We can, by the grace of God, change.  We by our will, choose what we do.

2.  Beware of the counterfeit

There are many "Memory Improvement courses" available now.  They work through association, which is partly scriptural, but they trigger certain words that have been remembered.  The mind then plays this back, when we try and remember a fact.

The Holy Spirit can do the same, so let us rely on the Holy Spirit, not our ability.  Remember what we were saying earlier.

D.  Studying God's Word

Bible hermeneutics - The word hermeneutic comes from a Greek word that means to interpret, to explain.  It is the science that establishes and classifies, the principles and rules of  interpretation.

Don't break the rules!

Both Spirit and study are necessary.  Spirit or revelation is vital, but we need to relate to the rules.


